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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 16-25 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claims should refer to other claims in the alternative only and cannot depend 
from any other multiple depend claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims 16-25 
have not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Richard et al. 

4. 050,734. 

Regarding claim 1, Richard et al. '734 discloses a fabric sheeting cover a goods container 
having an open top of rectangular horizontal cross-section, said cover comprising: a generally 
rectangular main area (cover 30) for covering the open top of the container and having two 
opposed side edges; and-a pair of generally triangular side flaps (side skirts 32b) extending one 
from each of the two opposed side edges of the main area, each side flap being movable with 
respect to the main area between a folded position where the flap overlies the main area and a 
deployed position where the side flap extends substantially at right angles to the main area; 
elastic members (114) connecting the side flaps to the main area of the cover and arranged to 
pull the side flaps to their folded positions; pull-means (followers 106) for each side flap and 
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arranged when tension is applied thereto to unfold the respective side flap against the bias 
provided by the elastic members thereby to move the side flap to its deployed position; and tie- 
down means (tracks 110) for each flap, arranged to allow the securing thereof in its deployed 
position. 

Regarding claim 2, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the elastic members comprise elastic cords which pull the side flaps to their folded 
positions and which are elastically stretched as the side flaps are moved to their deployed 
positions. 

Regarding claim 3, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein each side flap has a pair of elastic members associated therewith extending from a 
location at or adjacent the apex of the triangular flap to respective positions at or adjacent the end 
edges of the main area of the cover and part-way between the side edges. 

Regarding claim 4, Richards et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the pair of elastic members associated with each side flap comprises a single continuous 
extensible elongate elastic cord the ends of which are secured to said respective positions at or 
adjacent the end edges of the main area and part- way between the side edges, the central region 
of the cord acting on the side flap at or adjacent the apex thereof. 

Regarding claim 5, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the central region of the cord is connected to an eye attached to the side flap at or 
adjacent the apex thereof. 

Regarding claim 6, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the pull-means comprises a flexible tension member attached to the side flap at or 
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adjacent the apex thereof. 

Regarding claim 7, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the pull-means comprises a flexible tension member running on a line extending 
between a first point at or adjacent the apex of the side flap and a second point adjacent the 
junction between the side flap and the main area of the cover. 

Regarding claim 8, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein said line comprise a wire rope the ends of which are attached to the cover at said first 
and second points. 

Regarding claim 9, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein the pull-means comprises a flexible tension member having a pulley at one end thereof, 
the pulley running on said line. 

Regarding claim 10, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein the pulley has a brake mechanism which automatically locks to said line to resist 
movement of the pulley along the line but which is released when tension is applied to the 
tension member. 

Regarding claim 11, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein a respective transverse slit is formed through the cover for each line, the line extending 
through the associated slit such that the tension member transfers from one side of the cover to 
the other on passing through said slit. 

Regarding claim 12, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the tie-down means comprises a connector for a tension member, provided at or adjacent 
the apex of each flap. 
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Regarding claim 13, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein the connector comprises a ring attached to the material of the cover. 
Regarding claim 14, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting cover as claimed in claim l,_wherein 
the tie-down means includes, for each side flap, a flexible tension member connected to the apex 
of the side flap and which is securable to a lower part of the container or vehicle chassis. 

Regarding claim 15, Richard et al. '734 discloses a sheeting system as claimed in claim 
14, wherein the flexible tension member is elastically extensible. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Lyjak whose telephone number is 571-272-6658. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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